December 7, 2025 11:00 AM
Pastor Dennis W. Molnar

Patti Reep, Organist Deborah Snyder, Pianist
& Choir Director

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
A shoot shall come forth from Jesse’s stump,
And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him.
He will judge the poor with righteousness, and the meek with equity;
He will be clothed with righteousness and faithfulness.
The wolf and the lamb will live peacefully together,
The leopard and the kid will lie down side by side.
The cow and the bear will graze together; the lion will eat straw like the ox,
And a little child will lead them all.
They will neither hurt nor destroy on God’s holy mountain,
For the earth will be full of the knowledge of God, as the waters fill the
sea.

Curt Reep, Liturgist

* Hymn of Praise #125 CLH “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLES OF
HOPE AND PEACE
Narrative Mackenzie and Emery Flick

CALL TO PEACE
Children of God, what are we waiting for?
We wait for peace where conflict rages, for gentleness where harshness
prevails.
We wait for swords to be reshaped into plows, for walls to crumble and
bridges to rise.
We wait... longing for the Prince of Peace, who stills our storms and
guides our feet.

Lighting of the Candles of Hope and Peace

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND PEACE
O God of still waters and quiet strength, we confess how often our
lives are restless. Our hearts race, our hands grasp, our voices
quicken with fear. Yet you breathe calm into chaos; you steady our
steps on uneven ground. Grant us your peace, O Christ, not as the
world gives, but as you alone provide.

ASSURANCE OF PEACE

* GLORIA PATRI #579 PH

* Passing of the Peace.
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S SERMON  “The Shepherd”

CHOIR ANTHEM  “Every Valley Shall be Exalted”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

GOSPEL LESSON: John 10: 14-16

SERMON  “Gathered and Carried”

* Hymn of Response “He Came Down” Verses 1 & 2
! He came down that we may have love; He came down that we may
have love; He came down that we may have love; hallelujah for
evermore.
2He came down that we may have light; He came down that we may
have light; He came down that we may have light; hallelujah for
evermore.

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostle’s Creed (Traditional) Pg. 14 PH

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Pg. 16 PH

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

* THE DOXOLOGY #592 PH

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Christ calls us to live generous and grateful lives. Take these gifts we
offer today, O God, and use them to the fulfillment of Christ’s ministry.
May these gifts help to free the captives, heal the sick, comfort the
lonely, feed the hungry, heal the wounded. As Christ’s hands and feet,
use us too, in service to building your beloved community. Amen.

* Closing Hymn #13 PH “Prepare the Way”

* BENEDICTION

* Response #73 CLH “While We Are Waiting, Come” Verse 1
*POSTLUDE

* Congregation please stand if you are able.
PH - Presbyterian Hymnal (Blue), CLH - Christian Life Hymnal (Red)



ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor Dennis Molnar can be reached by calling/texting 412-389-6844 or by e-mail at
molnarzoo@verizon.net if you have a pastoral concern or question.

We welcome all visitors worshiping with us today! Please sign our guest book located
in the vestibule.

Advent Devotionals — Advent devotionals for all the adults in the congregation along
with a special devotional and Advent calendar for the children and their families to
“count down the days” until we celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas are in an
envelope at the back of the sanctuary. There are several extra copies for those who are
visiting as guests this morning. Please pick up your copy following worship.
Children’s Sunday School — First Sunday of each month .

Adult Sunday School — Sundays from 9:45-10:30amn in the Conference Room.
Choir Practice — Sundays at 10:30am in the Choir Room. Additional practices
will be held on December 10" & 17" at 6:30pm.

Children and Family Event - As part of our observation of Advent with the children,
youth and families are doing a special “Gingerbread Project” by making a Gingerbread
Stable to help us “Look Around the Stable” which is the theme for the Children’s
Advent devotional this year. We will gather at 9:45 -10:30am each Sunday to “Look
Around the Stable” and focus on the symbols of the stable to help us recall the gift of
Jesus’ birth for our salvation

Deacons Meeting — Today following worship. New Deacons are invited to attend the
meeting.

Special Coffee Hour — Sunday, December 21% following worship

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service — Wednesday, December 24™ at 7:00pm.
Carols Worship - We are planning a Lessons and Carols Worship Service for the
First Sunday of Christmas on December 28",

Food Cupboard. For December we are appealing for personal care items, like
toothpaste, soap, shampoo, and paper products, like paper towels, toilet paper, and
tissues. Donations can be placed in the box at the back of the sanctuary

Eyeglass Collection - The Worship Committee will be collecting old
eyeglasses over the next few months to send to Uganda. If you have any to
donate, please leave them in the basket located in the back of the church.

New Members Class - Anyone interested in joining the church see Deb Snyder.
Bulletin Announcements — Please notify Jan Cannon by calling or texting at 724-494-
9382 or by email at djjcannon@yahoo.com.

Online giving is here! Go to www.cowansvillechurch.org and click on ONLINE
GIVING the GIVE NOW from your PC or download the app for mobile giving.

The offering plate is located on the table in the back of the church; you may leave your
offering there.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Dec. 7 — Marie Stuchell (100" Birthday) Dec. 8 — Denny Shreckengost
Dec. 10 - Carl Debacco
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